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To the Worſhi pful the Mayor, Aller- 
men, and Capital Burgeſſes a the Bo- 
rough of Banbury. 


Gentlemen, 


INCE tis at your Requeſt, that this naked 
Off-ſpring is ſent into the World, I take the 
freedom to cloath it with your Patronage ; 

tho after all, I fear, "twill rather die than live, 

by reaſon of its too haſty Birth. 

But if it lives in your Eſteem, and in the Hearts 
of my Cure, twill, I'm ſure, anſwer the end of its 
Being ; for when 'twas firſt form d, I did not ex- 
pect it would preſume to wander out of its own 
Pariſh And ſtill, if it finds no Reception abroad, 
will be a competent Satisfaction to me, to ſee it 
made much of at home. 

The Oceaſion certainly cannot but * bighly accep- 
table to all true Engliſh-men; and I am apt to 
ſuſpect, your being tranſported therewith, might in- 
duce you to over-look thoſe Faults, which leſs can- 
did Judges may perhaps tax it Sk 

However I am iaclind to flatter my ſelf, that 

as Mercies of a Publick Nature, do 9 require 

2 More 
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more than common Returns, ſo the following Diſ- 

courſe may, in ſome meaſure, inſorm the ignorant 

what good uſe they are to make of the late ſignal 

Bleſſings beſtow d by Providence on this undeſer- 

wing Nation. : h | 
I ſhall not here preſent you with a Scheme of my | 

ſincere Regards for you : How pleaſing ſoewer ſuch 

FF a Subject may be to me, yet ſince I am perſuaded. 

wouls be offenſive to you, the Publication of this 

imperfect Performance, ſhall be the only expreſſed 
Teſtimony of the Reſpects of, 


— 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obliged, 
5 0059 


humble Servant, 


Ben. Loveling. 
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Judges v. 2. 


Praiſe ye the Lord for the avenging of Iſrael. 


T has been the Prudence and Picty of all Ages, 
after ſignal Deliverances, to pay the juſt Tribute of 


Thanks to Providence. Few are fo very arrogant 


: as to aſcribe their Victories altogether to themſelves : 
Even thoſe who worſhip falſe Deities, will fill their 
Temples with Eulogies after Succeſs, as well as have 


Recourſe in Ad verſity and Danger, to Acts of Humi- 


liation. | | 
And eſpecially among the People of God, this well- 

grounded Practice has been cuſtomary and frequent. As 

the Lord of Hoſts often interpoſed for their Preſerva- 


tion from Enemies; ſo tis obſervable, that when they 


were influenc'd by the Conduct of pious Rulers, they 
as often requited the Mercy with proper Acknowledg- 
ments. | 

An Inſtance of this we have before us. When the 
Children of Iſrael had by their Iniquities forfeited the 
Divine Protection, and were enflav'd by the Canaanites 
no leſs than twenty Years; the Wife of Lapidoth, the 
renowned Deborah, enters into a Confederacy with the 
Son of Abinoam, that by their united Endeavours, the 
Iſraelites might be releaſed from Jabir's Tyranny. And 
when their joint Forces were, to amazement, ſucceſsful, 
even to the utter Deſtruction of their Enemy and Op- 
preſſor; the Female Deliverer appear d altogether as eager 
to join with her Allie, in returning God Thanks, .as the 
Kal been forward before to excite him to the Engagement. 


Chap. 4. 
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6 A Sermon Preachd at Banbury, . 
ler ;. 1. To which purpoſe, that they might not give the Sacri- 
fe of Fools, they compoſed a devout Hymn, a Pſalm 
s of Thankſgiving, which they unanimouſly ſung in a ve- 
ry ſolemn manner. And leſt the Vanity and Pride of the 
- conquering Iſraelites, ſhould tempt them to attribute the 
'F Victory to themſelves; or, leſt they ſhould detract from 
the Honour of the Almighty, in beſtowing too great 
2 {hare on the Inſtruments of their Freedom; we find 
Deborah and Barak in the very beginning of their Hymn, 
perſuading the People to give Thanks to God, as the 
main Cauſe and Author of their Deliverance; Praiſe ye 
| the Lord for the avenging of lirael. : 
$ This is a Subje& worthy our Contemplation at this 
juncture. Almoſt every Circumſtance in this ſignal Ad- 
vantage of the Iraelites, and Deſtruction of their Adver- 
S- faries, may ſerve to remind us of the Occaſion of this 
| Day: Nor can we be ſo ungrateful as not to praiſe the 
Lord for the avenging of England, when our Eyes are 
fix d on ſuch a moving Pattern of Gratitude and Devo- 
tion. | | 
- Who can reflect on the dejected State of the People of 
Iſraet under the oppreſſive Canaanites, without confider- 
ing our own former fruitleſs Endeavours, to break the 
Meaſures of the grand Oppreſſor? Who can view the. 
Female Judge, rouſing up Barak, and SR into a 
firm League with him for the Liberty of God's Peo- 
ple; and not be mindful of our Sovereign's Reſolution, 
to defend the Injured from the Encroachments of the 
Ambitions, by calling in to her Aſſiſtance the Confede- 
rate Princes? We cannot hear of the ſurprizing Over- 
throw of Siſera, and all his Hoſt, but we muft let our 
Thoughts travel as far as Spam, [taly, and other fortu- 
= nate Stages of our late Triumph. And our unanimous 
I Appearance at this time to demonſtrate our Joy, in the 
religious 
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religious Acts of Divine Worſhip, exactly correſponds 
with the Publick Thankſgiving of Deborah and her Col- 
league in the Song before us. 
In the Text we have three things obſervable ; (viz.) 
A National Mercy received, The avenging of Iſrael. A 
1 religious Acknowledgment of the Mercy, which conſiſts 
in Praiſe: And the Author thereof, to whom the 
Acknowledgment ought in Juſtice to be made ; namely, 
the Lord. 97 


_ 


I ſhall therefore proceed in this followin 8 Method: 


Firſt, I ſhall inſiſt upon the vaſt Importance of Pub- 
lick Mercies. | 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of their bein 


attended with Publick Praiſe, or a Day of ſolemn Thank - 
giving. 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall tell you, How exceeding fit and ne- 
ceſſary it is, that ſuch Acts of Praiſe ſhould be offered 
to the Lord, as the Author of them. 


. 
— — — — —ê 


Then I ſhall apply the whole to our preſent Circum- 
ſtances z and ſo conclude. * | | 


Firſt then, That our Souls may be raiſed to a due 
Temper of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs, whenever we 
are honoured with National Bleſſings; I have propoſed 
to ſhew how very conſiderable Publick Mercies are. 

As Publick Judgments are more terrible in their Na- 
ture, and more deplorable in their Event, than thoſe that. 
are inflicted only on particular Perſons; ſo may we ima- 
gine National Mercies to be infinitely preferable to pri- 

vate 
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vate Favours. They are much more extenſive ; they 
reach and affect every Member of the Body Politick, 
and communicate Life and Vigor to them. They do 
not cheriſh one part, to the neglect of another, as pri- 
vate Bleſſings do; no, they impartially ſhed a general 
Influence, have the ſame effect on Kingdoms as the Sun 
on the Horizon, warm every Inhabitant with Joy and 
Sprightfulneſs. Publick Bleſſings are à Collection of all 
private Ones; in compariſon of them, theſe are as in- 
cConſiderable, as a Grain of Corn with relation to the 
Where publick Favours are ſcattered, the happy Na- 
tion becomes an Emblem of the Heavenly Manſions. 
All things are bright and ſerene within it; every indi- 
vidual Soul tranſported with Fruition; Gladneſs ſparkles 
in every Countenance, and is increaſed by the lively and 
affecting glances of the Company. Tears are dried up, 
the Springs of Sorrow graciouſly ſtopt, and nothing but 
what is reviving, preſented to the Imagination. In a 
word ; the Mind feeds upon preſent ; Conqueſts, and 
huges it ſelf in its eſcape from paſt Terrours, as well 
as ſhares in the over-flowing Satisfaction of all its Aſſo- 
Clates. 5 
Many and very conſiderable are the Mercies that natu- 
rally ariſe from Victory over Enemies. Hefice proceeds 
the Bleſſing of Peace, which is an happy inlet to moſt 
other Advantages. War is to Kingdoms, what Law- 
ſuits are to particular Societies and Families: The Diſ- 
putes of Nations being ended in the Camp, as private 
Differences in Courts of Judicatures. Now, tho' the 
Canteſt be only between Man and Man, yet when Mat- 
ters are brought to an amicable Concluſion, there is a 
ſenſible Beneſit diffuſed throughout the whole Neighbour- 
od. But this is nothing to the wide and far extended 
5 | Comforts 
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Comforts of a Publick Peace, the Parent and Nurſe of 


the moſt endearing Accommodations. When therefore 
a ſharp Contention between Empires or Kingdoms is, 
by a glorious Victory, very likely to be decided, it is 
not to be queſtioned but ſuch a Conqueſt is to the Victo- 
rious, a Bleſſing of the laſt Importance. 

Such a publick Mercy 1s farther conſiderable, in that 
it is ſubſervient to Plenty and Grandeur. It renders the 
Enemy poor and deſpicable, whilſt they who are fa- 
vour'd therewith, abound in all the Affluences of in- 
dulgent Nature, and are raiſed above the Miſeries of Po- 
verty and Contempt. And ſure to be the Envy and 
Wonder of impotent Nations, to receive the Homage of 
Reſpect when Living, and even after Death to have 
immortal Trophies erected to our Memory, are no mean 
Privileges. gk 

Beſides, Victory will appear conſiderably beneficial, if 
it be obſerv'd, how much it tends to the Liberty of 
Mankind. When Nations are victorious, their Necks 
are not gall'd with any Foreign Yoke. They give Laws 
to themſelves, ſuch as in their Opinion may beſt ſuit 
with their own Temper and Intereſts, and may be obeyed 
without Difficulty or Reluctance. Whereas a conquered 


People muſt expect to fink under the preſſure of Impe- 


riouſneſs and Deſpotick Government. Liberty is as na- 
turally the object of Men's Defires, as Health or Life; 
and Confinement ſo very formidable, that many have 
choſen the Grave before it. If Bajaxet be put into an 
Iron Cage, rather than he will endure the Inſults of his 
Adverſaries, he will daſh out his own Brains againſt it. 
Captivity and Thraldom are of all Circumſtances the 
molt mortifying. Even the Peſtilence was more accep- 


: 


table to David, than the Sword of the Enemy. When 1 Sam. 24. 14. 


God threatens the tranſgreſſing Iſraelites, he ſeems to 
couch 
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couch all the Calamities of Life under the aſtoniſhing 
Judgment of enſla ving them to their Adverſaries. And 
nothing could enrage the Scribes and Phariſees more, 
or fill them with greater Conſternation, than the thoughts 


of the Romans coming in among em, and taking away 


both their Place and Nation. Victory therefore muſt needs 


be a deſirable Mercy, when it ſecures Nations from the 


much-dreaded ſtate of Slavery and Continement , by 
purchaſing for 'em, what 1s as valuable as Life, the 
Bleſſing of Liberty. | 

Another Advantage near of kin to this, is Property, 
which is in a manner unavoidably conſequent upon 
National Succeſs. This we account ſo dear and ſacred, 
that we will not ſtick to ſacriſice our Eaſe, our Purſe, 
nay, Life it ſelf, to procure or preſerve it. When every 
Man fits under his Vine, and under his Fig-tree, and none 
make em afraid: When Subjects have the Shield of 
Law and Juſtice to cover their Fortunes from the vio- 
tence of the Oppreſlor, Induſtry thrives, Riches increaſe, 
and Birth is given to many uſeful Virtues : Whilſt on 


the other hand the want of a good Security of Mens 


Properties, diſſolves em in Idleneſs, diſcourages La- 
bour, and making them Waſps to one another, moves 
'em to be diligent in nothing but Theft and Ra- 
pine. 
Now, What can more effectually guard Mens Properties, 


than the Publick Mercy of National Succeſs ? This is a 


ſure Fence againſt Foreign Enemies, and without the 
baſe Treachery of Domeſticks, cannot but prevent all 
notorious Injuſtice, which renders the Bleſſing of victo- 
rious Encounters, of very great Conſequence to ſuch as 
enjoy tt. 

But, while we are thus inſiſting on things of leſs mo- 


ment, let us not forget how much Succeſs at Arms con- 
| tributes 
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tributes to the Welfare of Religion, the due and regular 
Worſhip of God. Even a falſe Religion gets much 
ground, and is uſher'd into the World with Pomp and 
Solemnity, when they who promote it, are remarkably 
victorious. A pregnant Inſtance whereof we have in 
the Mahometans. How have they put out the Light of 
the Goſpel, and introduced Darkneſs worle than Egyp- 


tian, by removing the Candleſticks of the Eaſtern Churches! 


How have they exchang'd the uſeful, as well as ſub- 
lime Scheme of Chriſtianity, for the impure, vicious, 
and abſurd Alcoran ! Was it not the conquering Sword 
of Mahomet and his Accomplices, together with the 
Iniquities of thoſe tottering Chriſtians, that planted the 


Impoſture, made it thrive and grow up to that prodigious 


bulk? 
Now, what was thus conducive to the Propagation 


of a falſe Religion, may not be ineffectual to preſerve 
a true One. This was obvious in a peculiar manner, 
under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, when the Worſhip of Ja- 
cob's God had no other Guard, but the Victories of the 
Worſhippers over adjacent Kingdoms. And 'tis evident 


enough from their own Hiſtorian, That after the Ro- Joſeph. 


mans had brought them into Subjection, they dwindled 
into Contempt; their High-Prieſts, contrary. to the Di- 
vine Eſtabliſnment, were annual and precarious ; their 
Tribes and Families in ſome meaſure confounded ; their 
Law corrupted, and their Church divided by different 
Opinions. | 
The ſame Truth may as evidently be inferr'd from 
the Circumſtances of Men under the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion. When Chriſtians were low, ſubject to cruel, dif- 
affected Emperors, their Zeal for the Decency of Di- 
vine Worſhip, was forcibly eclipſed z Being not allowed 
to ere& and adorn Temples for God's - ali they y cfe 
2 ain 
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fain to make uſe of obſcure Cottages, Dens and Caves 
of the Earth to avoid Suſpicion. Thus having - not the 
| Reins of Authority in their Hands, Chriſtianity lay 
* bleeding, was moſt inhumanly trampled upon by Hea- 
| thens in the Saddle. But as ſoon as Conſtantine had inf 
* braced the Faith, what Honours were conferr'd on 
Fame, Chriſtian Profeſſors ! How many devoted Souls reſcued 
from the Jaws of Martyrdom! What compaſſionate 
Edict, ſigud for their Security | What magnificent 
Churches built and dedicated ! And how much did he 
preſerve the Purity of the Goſpel, and diſcountenance 
the Arian and other Hereſies, by convening and ap- 
Pearing himſelf in Perſon in the Nicene Council; by 
ſuppreſſing the Conventicles of Hereticks, and eſtabliſh- 
ing a Form of ſound Doctrine, wherein they might unite! 
The Face of Chriſtianity, which before was all over 
ſullied with Blood and Tears, was immediately chang'd 
into Chearfulneſs and Beauty; and the Croſs, that was 
io Jews a Stumbling-block, and to Gentiles Fooliſhneſs, be- 
came the ſalutary Standard, the Amulet of Demons, the 
Protection of Chriſtians, and the Terror and Deſtruction 
of Infidelity. | 
From what has been ſaid, we may come to underſtand 
the great Mercy in the Text vouchſafed the Jews, ex- 
preſs d by the avenging of Iſrael. For Iſrael there ſigni- 
fies the whole Jewib Polity, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
which by the Tyranny of Jabin King of Canaan, had 
been for ſeveral Years ſucceſſively impaired and oppreſled : 
So that tis not to be imagin d, that in a ſtate of ſuch 
Thraldom, they could have a true Enjoyment of their 
Rights and Privileges. Conſequently, when by the Suc- 
ceſs of Deborah, and Barak her Adherent, they were re- 
teaſed from Bondage, they were mercifully inſtated in 
their loſt Prerogatives: Enjoy'd Peace, Plenty, Grandeur, 
Liberty, 


9 
K 9 


On the Publick I bankſgiving Day. 13 
jo ws - 
- Liberty, Property, and the free Uſe and Exerciſe of 

heir Religion. Which as they juſtly accounted conſide- 
able Bleſlings ; ſo were they not at all backward in 
eing thankfid for them. And this brings me to the 
next thing to be inſiſted on; having propoſed to 


ſhew, | 


- . Secondly, How reaſonable it is that ſuch Publick Mer- 
cies, ſhould be readily attended with Publick Praiſe ; or 
a Day of ſolemn Thankſgiving: Which I ſhall endeavour 
to evince from the following Conſiderations. | 


1ſt, From the juſtifiable Examples of good and great 
Men. What an emphatical Song of Praiſe was compo- Exod. xg. 
ſed by Moſes, when the [ſraelites had gotten the Victo- 
ry over the Egyptians! How devoutly did David on 
all due occaſions offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving! As his Conqueſts were numerous and often re- 

ated, ſo were his triumphant Pſalms too in Honour 
of his Deliverer. When the Jewih Temple was raiſed 
out of its Rubbiſh, and the gracious Commiſhon of 
Artaxerxes to Ezra, opened and read, the zealons Pa- Ezra 7. 27. 
triot demonſtrated his Gratitude in a pious Eulogie. And 
as ſoon as ever the Iſraelites were favour'd with the de- 
ſirable Benefit of having the Law read to them, He Ne. g. 6. 
bleſſed the Lord, the great God; and all the People an- 
ſwered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their Hands; and 
they bowed their Heads, and worſhipped the Lord with their 
Faces to the Ground. And as a farther Teſtimony of their 
unfeigned Joy, they kept with abundance of Ceremony, 
The Feaſt of Tabernacles, which never had been practi- yer. 16, 27. 
ſed ſince the days of Jana. From whence appears the 
Obligation of returning Publick Thanks for National 


Mercies of what kind ſoever. 


But 


. 
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But beſides theſe, and ſeveral other Examples in favour 
of this Point, that might be produced, we have in Scrip- 
ture expreſs Commands recommending and enforcing it. 
The Book of Pſa/ms is full of Exhortations and Pre- 


cepts of this nature. And the Apoſtle in his firſt Epiſtle 


Tim. 2.1, 2,3. tO Timothy, exhorts, that not only Supplications, Prayers, 
| 


| 


* 
% 
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and Interceſſions, but alſo giving of Thanks be made for all 
Men, (particularly) for Kings, and all that are in Autho- 


rity: It being (as he immediately adds) a thing both 


good and acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour. Now 
Timothy, whom he gives this charge to, was ſent by him 
in the Quality of a Biſhop, to the Metropolitical See of 


d Hieran. * Epheſas, where were under his Care ſeveral Presbyters, 


| | de Script. Ec- 


cleſiaſt. c 
Græc. So- 
ꝓhron. Cata- 
Jog. ſumpt. 


Deacons, and other Chriſtians. Nor is it to be doubted, 
but twas the intention of St. Paul, that on all fit occa- 
ſions, he ſhould give orders for their compliance with 
this Direction; That he ſhould oblige all Perſons with- 
in his own Juriſdiction, to Publick Thanks, when ever 
the Church of Chriſt ſhould obtain any ſignal Bleſling. 
And ſince his Epiſtle was to be received into the ſacred 
Canon, tis no leſs evident, that the Apoſtle deſign d 
it for a ſtanding Rule to all Chriſtian Churches. 
Again, The very Nature of National Succeſs, ſuffici- 
ently infers the Reaſonableneſs, as well as Duty of 
Publick Thankſgiving. That it is, as it were, a com- 
plication of moſt other Benefits, I have already faid : 
And can any be ſo ſtupid and injudicious, as to think, 


that a whole Train of Mercies do not deſerve Thanks? 


Is it no Advantage to ſerve and worſhip God in a way 
we apprehend moſt agrecable to his Will, without fear 
or obſtruction,? Is it no Privilege to enjoy Peace. Plen- 
ty, Liberty, and Property, the natural effects of Victory 
over Enemies 2 Now if all theſe be Bleſſings of vaſt Con- 
{ſequence to any People, tis but Equity that the —_— 
| O 
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of them ſhould receive the Thanks of thoſe on whom 
they are conferr d. ; 
Men are Creatures endued with Senſe; can reliſh 
the Sweets of Favours, as well as be diſturbed and diſ- 
compoſed by Judgments ; and fo, naturally crave the 
one, and are averſe to the other. And withal, they 
have Reaſon ſuper- added to Senſe, whereby they may 
be convinc'd of their Obligation to Gratitude, when 
Judgments are remov'd, and Favours beſtowed on them. 
We cannot then neglect to be thankful for Mercies re- 
ceived, unleſs we check the very Dictates of Reaſon, and 
condemn our own ſelves from Principles of natural Re- 
ligion. 
ky, common Prudence ſuggeſts thus much. All wiſe. 
— Men will be extremely cautious of loſing a Friend, eſpe- 
cially if they cannot live without him, and can pro- 
cure no other ſo ſerviceable to em: And tis very ob- 
vious, That not to thank him for actual Favours, is 
the moſt certain way of loſing his Munificence: For He xe, 
were we never ſo tenderly affetied towards indigent Ob- „* 
jets, their refuſal to make Acknowledgments of the SI. 
good we have done em, will go very near to ſtop the 
current of our future Kindneſs. Now God is peculiarly 
a Friend to Menkind ; and, as to praiſe him for for- 
mer Acts of Goodneſs, will engage him to continue his 
Friendſhip; ſo to enjoy em with an ungrateful Indif- 
ferency, mult provoke him to withdraw his Aſſiſtance 
for the future. He will laugh at Mens Calamity, and prov. 1. 26,28. 
mock when their Fear cometh; if, as oft as he averts their 
Calamities, or removes their Fears, they be not truly 
thankful. 
And if Praiſe be a Duty that onght to attend Mer-- 
cies, tis but reaſonable to conclude, that to the Nature 
of the Mercy, the Praiſe ſhould be adapted. Conſe- 


quently, 


4 


{I 


Py 
* — — — 


[ 


1 4 = \ WIT A. + 
— renne ” 
* Co 4 FOE l - j 
"ts DEER. - SE TW, 4 
* 0 » i. «Ao by id 
4 K 


— — — ? ' db - 


S 


Sermon Preach d at Banbury, 


— 


Will Eccleſ. 9. 11. 


Iſa. 13. 4. 
1 Sam. 14. 6. 
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quently, where ever Publick Bleſſings are, Publick Praiſes 


| ſhould be alſo: Otherwiſe the Thanks being not ſo ex- 


tenſive as the Bleſſing, ſome Men muſt unavoidably be 
guilty of the Sin of Omiſſion. | 

It then Prudence, Gratitude, Juſtice, religious Exam- 
ples, or divine Commands can bind Men, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed, but that they are ſtrictly obliged to re- 
quite God's. Publick Mercies with Publick Acknowledg- 
ments. 

But leſt they ſhould omit this incumbent Duty out 
of an arrogant Opinion of their own Strength ; or pride 
themſelves after Succeſs, in their own Conduct ; or elſe 
impute it to the Number or Dexterity of their Forces; 
I have refolved in the 


Third Place, To let you know, how exceeding fit 
and neceſſary it is, That ſuch Acts of Praiſe ſhould be 
offered to the Lord, as the ſole Author of all theſe Pub- 
lick Mercies. / 


We are aſſured from the Divine Oracles, That the 
Race 3s not to the Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong, 
but that the Battel is the Lord's. That the Lord of Hoſts 
aunſtereth the Hoſt of the Battel. That there is no re- 


ſtraint to the Lord to ſave by many, or by fem; ſince if it 


Deut. 32. 30. 


WH Ifa. 24. 1. 


be his Pleaſure, One Mam ſhall chaſe a thouſand, and two 
put ten thouſand to flight. And, That the Lord maketh 
the Earth empty, and maketh it mp, and turneth it upſide 
down, and ſcattereth abroad the Inhabitants thereof. Hence 


WI! Pal. 24.g. is he characterized by the Royal Pſalmiſt, The Lord 


mighty in Battel. And all the Heroes in the Old Teſta- 
ment have aſcribed their Succeſſes of this Nature, to 
the powerful Diſpoſals of Divine Providence. 
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'Tis evident from innumerable Inſtances in ſacred Hiſto- 
ry, that whenever God interpoſed for the Advantage 
of his People, they were miraculouſly victorious: where- 
as, if at any time, they had incurr'd his terrible Diſplea- 
ſure, they were as unaccountably ſacrificed to the Fury 
of their Enemies. So viſible did the Hand of God ap- 
pear in all their Encounters, that one might have rightly 
guefled at their Spiritual, by dipping into the account of 
cheir Temporal Circumſtances. A plain Demonſtration, 
That the Fortunes of Kingdoms are at his Mercy; That 
the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, can put down one, Rev. 17. 14. 
and ſet up another ; as Officers at Will are continued, or FA. 75: 7. 
diſplaced by their reſpective Princes. | 

That God has an inviſible Army continually attending 
his glorious Throne, ready to execute his juſt Decrees on 
the Inhabitants of his Footſtool, is undeniably true, from 
our Saviour's Reprimand to his too forward Diſciple. 
Thinkeſt thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he dur. ac. 53, 
ſhall preſently give me more than twelve Legions of Angels : . 

But how then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus 

it muſt be? Were it not the abſolute and unſhaken De- 
termination of Heaven, that the bleſſed Feſxs ſhould be ads 2. 23. 
crucified and ſlain; not all the Malice of the Jews, nor 

the flouriſhing Eſtate of the Roman Empire, could poſſi- 
bly have injur'd him. If but one Angel commiſſioned 2 kin 19. 35M 
by God, could deſtroy one hundred fourſcore and five ; 
thouſand Afjrians, who can doubt of the Divine Power 
in over-turning or preſerving the Nations of the Earth, 
when he ſummons the whole Artillery of Heaven to effect 
his Pleaſure? | | 

Nay, If he ſpeaks but the word, even inanimate Crea- 
tures are ſerviceable to this purpoſe. The very Elements 
and Planets are obedient to his beck; and in ſpight of all 
human Contrivances, either puniſh or protect Men ac- 
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cording to his Orders. The ſame Wind that made a 


bod. 14. 21. ſafe Paſlage for the Iſraeliles thro the Red Sea, was the 


| 
18 
Ii 


udp. 5. 20. 


fatal Inſtrument of providing a Grave for the oppreſſive 
Egyptians. And thoſe very Stars which were ordinarily 
created for the benefit of the World, are ſaid to fight 


from Heaven in their Courſes againſt Siſera. And truly, 


*twould be very ſtrange, if God ſhould not have that 
influence over his own Creatures, as to make 'em ſubſer- 
vient to the purpoſes of his Juſtice, Wiſdom, and o- 


t her Attributes. 


He who refuſes to aſcribe National Succeſs to the 
Power and Direction of God, is a down-right Epicu- 
ream for Divine Providence is chiefly concern'd in all 
Publick Tranſactions. Theſe are the very Hinges on 
which other leſſer Matters are turn d: And it God be 
excluded from having a hand in theſe, he cannot have 
any conſiderable ſhare in the management of the Uni- 
verſe. And whoever is ſo addicted to &cepticiſm as to 
aſſert this, is next door to an Atheiſt, fince to deny a 
Providence, is to take away one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
ſenſible Arguments for the Being of a God. 

Either then we muſt turn rank Epicureans, and con- 
ſequently in ſome degree Atheiſts ; or acknowledge the 
Providence of God to be peculiarly engag d in the Affairs 


of Nations : That the event of War, which in reſpect 


of Men is precarious and doubtful, is determia'd by the 
Almighty, whoſe uncontrollable Diſpoſals the Horſe and 
the Rider muſt truckle to, and either conquer or ſub- 
mit, as he has appointed. | 
How free ſoever the Actions of Men, conſidered in a 
private capacity, may be, as they are incorporated into 
large Societies, they are queſtionleſs under the irreſiſti- 
ble Conduct and Influence of Heaven. Nations ſhall be 


.* Sconrges.in the Sides of one another; or they ſhall fit 


down 
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down ſatisfied with their reſpective Properties, accor- 
ding to the nature of the Divine: Purpoſes. When God 
would try the Gratitude and Sincerity of rael, he. ſe- 
verely chaſtiz d em with Neighbouring Princes: Where- 
as, it he had a mind to give that People reſt, the Ma- 
lice and Ambition of their Enemies were to a Miracle 
reſtrain d. Tho they were ſeated among ſuch Nations, 
as made it their whole buſineſs to diſturb and ruin em, 
yet could they leave their Borders naked no leſs than 


three times every Year, when all their Men went to 


worſhip at Jeruſalem, without the miſery of an Inva- 
ſion: And why was that, but becauſe God had expreſ- 


ly aſſured em, That 20 Man ſhould ſo much as deſire Exod. 34. 23 3 
their Land, when they ſhall go up to appear before the Lord 24. N 


their God thrice in the Tear. Which plainly demon- 
ſtrates, that the Providence of God is peculiarly con- 
cern d in the Security or Deſolation of Countries and 


Nations. * 
And indeed, thts is the general Perſuaſion of all Peo- 


ple, among whom, the Principles of right Reaſon are 


in any degree indulg d; which is evident from the Ap- 
plication they make in all imminent Dangers, to a ſu- 


preme Being. Even the wicked Nineveßh, whoſe Inha- Jonah 3. s, «8M 
bitants were Heathen , had a ſpeedy recourſe to Methods“ | 


of Humiliation, when the Prophet foretold God's inten- 
tion to deſtroy em. They had as much reaſon to con- 
fide in their own ſtrength as -any People whatſoever, 


having more than Sixſcore thouſand Perſons in the City, Chap. 4. 1. 


whereof a very formidable Army might have been rai- 
ſed ; they need not have been afraid of any Attacks, 
had they not been conſcious to themſelves that they had 
made God their Enemy. The conſideration of which, 
as it melted them into a Penitential State, fo may it 


effectually convince us, That it has been the Opinion 
*30 even 
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even of barbarous Nations, to acknowledge the Provi- 
dence of Almighty God in the Calamity or Protection 
of States and Kingdoms. 

He then that conſiders the Characters given the Lord 
in Scripture, the main Subſtance and Tendency of all 
ſolemn Eulogies and Acknowledgments of the Victori- 
ous, the remarkable Exploits ot God in former Ages, 
the nature of Divine Providence, and the general Per- 
ſuaſion of almoſt all People, cannot but aſſert, that 
Victory is a Mercy depending upon the wiſe Diſtribu- 
tions of Heaven. | | | 

Now, If the ſole Author of theſe Publick Bleſfings 
be the Lord, how highly reaſonable and neceſſary is 
it, that He ſhould have the Honour and Glory of em 
And ſince we of this Nation are ſo unworthily happy, 
as to be the ſignal Objects of God's Care and Protection, 
we are inviolably bound, not only to contemplate the 
Favour, but to demean our ſelves acceptably towards 


our moſt gracious Bene factor. Which introduces me to 

the | 585 
Lo Thing to be conſidered, (viz.) To apply the 

whole to our preſent Circumſtances. | 


To which purpoſe, I ſhall, Firſt, Lay before you, 
what Publick Mercies we of this Nation have been 
lately bleſs'd with: And then ſhew you, 


Secondly, What Practical Improvements of 'em may 
be expected from us. | 


As to the Firſt, 'Tis well known, we have been of 
late the very Favourites of Heaven: Providence has 
mild on moſt of our Enterprizes, cheriſhing us 

with 
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with Proſperity ; whilſt our Enemies were frown'd up- 
on, and gall'd with Diſappointments. All our Allies 
are every where Fortunate, and add to the Stream of 
our flowing Happineſs. We can turn our ſelves to no 
corner of the World, but the pleaſing Proſpect of our 
own Victories is preſented to us. The rich Soil of Ha- 
ly and Flanders, afford us a plentiful crop of Succeſs ; 
and even the moſt Barren part of Spain, has enrich'd 


and ſtrengthen d us. Prizes, like Fiſbes, are taken in 
our Nets; and the Money and rich Cargo which we 
find in their Moths, enable us to pay our Cuſtom or 


Tribute. So remarkably indulgent is Providence to us, 


that we have a great part of our Proviſion from the ve- 
ry Labours of the Enemies, who are ſent unto the utter- 


moſt Parts of the Earth for our Welfare and Subſiſtence. 


They go to the Indies to fetch us Riches, and heap up 


Ammunition and Treaſure in Garriſons and fenced Ci- 


ties, and then ſurrender em tor our Uſe and Enjoy- 


ment. . 


What a refreſhing Contemplation muſt it be, to think, 


how the Grand Incendiary of Europe, contrary to his am- 
bitious Inclination, is forced to part with his unjuſt Poſ- 


ſeſſions! How may it ſatisfie us, to fee him ſo-ſeaſon- - 


ably deprived of the Sinemt of War, and conſtrain'd to 


halt, unable to purſue. miſchievous Intrigues with his 
wonted Expedition! When a black Clould which car- 


ries Thunder in it, is all on a ſudden blown off and di- 


ſperſed, the ſucceeding Serenity cannot but be welcom. 
The Deſtruction threaten d us ſome time ago, by that 


uneaſie Monarch, ow heightens our Comforts, giving 
us the additional Satisfaction of reflecting upon our De- 


liverance: And we may apply to him the Inſultation 


of the Prophet over the King of Babylon, Thy Pomp is Ife. 14. 11, 


brought down to the Grave, and the Noiſe of thy Viols : **: 


How 
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How art thou fallen, from Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the 
Morning? How art thou cut down to the Fs; which 
didſt weaken the Nations ? 

Nor are the Mercies leſs confiderndle, which are con- 
ferrd on us at home. The Throne is filld with a be- 
coming mixture of Meekneſs and Majeſty; the Court 
with Integrity and Country-Principles; and the Senate 
with Loyalty, and Tenderneſs for the Church: All con- 
ſult in their reſpective Stations, the Safety of the Na- 
tion, and the good of Religion , the two truſty Pil- 
lars, as well of our future as preſent Happineſs. 

Our moſt endearing Sovereign has committed the care 
of all Publick Affairs to Men of the beſt Character; 
Men that have ſufficiently, ſignified to the World by their 
Conduct and Bravery, how malicious and unjuſt then for- 
mer Defamations were; Men that have been inſtrumen- 
tal in effecting in a few Months, what in the compals 


of ſeveral Years, was far from being accompliſh'd 


other Hands : An invincible Argument, that they had 
no thirſt after French Money, unleſs they could come 
at it as honourably as Ormond has done; Ormond, 
the Glory of the Gown and Sword ; the Emulation of 
the preſent, the incredible Example of future Ages. 

To theſe very valuable Bleſſings, we are oblig d to add 
the joyful Recovery of his Royal Highneſs, and the ſafe 
and welcom arrival of our General and Commanders. 

It then the Affairs of the Nation at Home and Abroad, 
be in the moſt deſirable poſture; it may with as much 
truth as comfort be afferted, That the Mercies we of 
this Nation have been lately bleſſed with, are great and 
ſtupendious. And if ſo, it may be very proper, in a 
tew Particulars, to acquaint you, 

What Practical Im provements they may require of us; 


the next (and only) thing to be inſiſted on. 


Firſt 


- 
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Firſt then, We muſt always acknowledge the Foun- 
tain, from whence Bleſſings of this nature are derived to 
us. The Honour of our Victories ought to be aſcribed 
to the Lord of Hoſts ; and tis our Savioutr's expreſs 


command, That we ſhould render unto God: the things Luke 20. 25. 


that are God's. What the ſad conſequence of Senacha- 
rib's arrogant Meſſage to Hezekiah, was, has been al- 
ready intimated. The deſtroying Angel in the ſpace 
of one night, ruin'd his whole Army, tho perhaps, 
one of the greateſt that the Vanity of Man did ever 
muſter up. But his Enemy Hezekiah, who humbly at- 
tributed: all Succeſs to Providence, found literally true 


what the P/almiſt had aſſerted, That he Angel of the Pal. 34. 7.. 


Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and deli- 
vereth them. 

Again, Tho' we have been Victorious, we mult by no 
means be proud of it, which indeed is the confequence 
of the other : For if God be the Author of theſe Pub- 
lick Mercies, we have no reaſon to be lifted up when 
we enjoy em. Every one then ſhould on this Occaſion, 
argue thus with himſelf, What haſt thou that thou haſt not 
received? And if thou receivedſt the Victory from God, 
why wouldſt thou glory, as if thou didſt not receive it ? 
This Antidote will expel from our Hearts the Poiſon of 
Pride, and bring em to ſuch a due Temper of Humili- 
ty, as may engage Heaven to delight to do us good. 


And when we are convinc'd, that 'tis the Lord's do- 


ing, there muſt appear in us all the proper Symptoms of 


Gratitude and Thankfulneſs. To be thankful to Bene- 
factors, is what they may reaſonably demand of us; 


and the Publick Mercies God has lately vouchſafed us, 
may well move us to diſcharge ſuch an Obligation. 


In order whcreunto, we-muſt not think it ſufficient to 
offer the cheap Tribute of Speech: Tho this on many 


accounts, 
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accounts, be highly neceſſary, yet other Performances 
are expected from us. Our Lives and Actions muſt be 
ſtrictly guided by his Holy Will, to the end, our Sacri- 
ice of Praiſe might be acceptable to him. How much 
God deſpiſes the Praiſes of Men, when they are not ac- 
companied with Uprightneſs and Vertue, is evident 
from what he told the Jews; Foraſmuch as this People 
draw near me with their Mouth, and with their Lips do 
honour me, but have removed their Heart far from me. 
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous Work 
amongſt this People : The Wiſdom of their Wiſe Men 
ſhall periſh, and the Underſtanding of their Prudent Men 
ball be hid. The Bleſſings we are now Partakers of, 
ſhould move us all in our ſeveral Stations, to ſerve God 
with greater ſteddineſs and ardency ; otherwiſe, they 
will prove a means of pulling down upon us the Di- 
vine Judgments. | 
And, 57 the way, it muſt be obſervd, That as ſo- 
lemn Thankſgivings ought to follow real Succeſs; fo 
to uſe em on Politick Accounts, after real Miſcarriages, 
is ſinful and provoking. Tis a Mock-worſhip, a mere 
Solecifm, not at all ſuited to Mens Circumſtances and 
Conditions. In ſhort, Tis jeſting with Edge-tools in 
the worſt ſenſe, which muſt needs be dangerous. And 
indeed, the Te Deum lately ſung at Paris, for the pre- 
tended Victory of the French at Luzara, and their ſad 
Fate at Vigo ſome ſmall time after, are notorious in- 
ſtances of the Sin and Puniſhment of ſo hypocritical a 
Proceeding. Not to mention what in the judgment of 
moſt Men, was practiſed much of the ſame nature by 
one of our own Princes, with the like due Succeſs, ---- 

But to return z | 
When we:confider this our Advantage, and our Ene- 
mies Defeat, we ſhould not fo cenſure them as to _ 
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look our own repeated Provocations. Tis the Imperfe- 
&ion of Mankind, to reflect on the Unfortunate as fir 
ful and unworthy, and to account the Proſperous a de- 
ſerving People. And at this juncture, we muſt be very 
careful that we do not ſplit upon this Rock: But fot 
the prevention thereof, our Bleſſed Redeemer has hitn- 
felf decided the Point. For when ſome told him of the 
Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled with their Sacri- Luke 13. 4, 
fies; his Anſwer was, Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were 3 
Sinners above all the Galilearis, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
things, I tell you nay, but except ye repent, ye ſball all Tike- 
wiſe periſh. 

That we are bleſt with a Religion more Orthodox 
and Primitive than our Enemies, is very obvious; that 
our Cauſe is much juſter than theirs, is no leſs certain: 
But ſtill if we walk as crooked as they, when we have 
the Advantage of 2 ſtreighter Rule, we ſhall. be the 
more inexcufable, and unleſs we reform, obnoxious to 
the greater Vengeance. The Chriſtian Religion is much 
more valuable than Mahometamſn, and yet, when the 
Profeſſors thereof were vieious and irregular, twas the 
purpoſe of Heaven, that the former ſhould yield, and 
the latter vanquiſh. It happens, as well in this, as in 
caſes of another nature, that a good cauſe may fare the 
worſe for being in bad Hands: So that we muſt not 
provołe the Lord by our Iniquities, if we expect to have 
him propitious to us. 

But farther, we are in a peculiar manner to reſpect 1 
thoſe Perſons, to whoſe Coumſel and Conduct, under Al- 1 
mighty God, we owe our Suceeſſes. The Inſtrumetits of 4 
ſignal Mercies ſhonld, in a ſubordinate degree, be treated = 
with Honour: Enjoying thofe Pavours and Triumphs 
under the prefent Government, we muſt think ourſelves: 
the more obhg'd to ſtand by and ſupport it. To 3 
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end we muſt be unanimous and friendly to each other, 
unite in the common Intereſt, not pretending Conſcience 
for the Sin of Diviſion, which is plainly forbidden in the 
Rule of Conſcience. For if God ſo loved ws, as to ſhower 
down upon us his abundant Mercies, how ought we to 


anſwer the deſign of em, by loving one another 


lt Exod. 14. 22. 


«4 
4s 9 


Our very Situation is a peculiar Bleſſing; whilſt moſt o- 
ther Countriesare the Seats of War, expoſed to the Rava- 
ges of invading Adyerſarics ; we in this Iſland are not ſo 
ſabje& to foreign Incurſions. The Waters are a Wall to 
us on our right hand and on our left, as they ſometime 
were to God's own People; and unleſs we quarrel among 
our ſelves, we need not much fear the Envy of other Na- 
tions. Thy 
Our Succeſſes this Campagne may likewiſe repreſent 


unto us the Folly of Ambition and Covetouſneſs. When 


Men are not contented with their ewn Diſtricts, it is uſual 


with God, to take from them what is actually in their 
Poſſeſſion. Thus our greedy Adverſary gaping after larger 


Morſels of Wealth and Treaſures, has been forced to ſur- 
render up a great many Gariſons; and has loſt ſeveral 
conſiderable Ships, with rich and very uſeful Lading and 
Proviſion. Theſe things ſhould render us ſatisfied with 
our allotted Rights, and never covet nor deſire what 
belongs to other Men, leſt the Miſchief we would do 
them, ſhould, by a wiſe turn of Providence, happen to 
our ſelves. Suh | 
Once more, Our late ry Succeſſes might induce us to 

truſt entirely in God, reſi 
duct of his Will. He brings matters about beyond, nay, 
quite contrary to expectation. When all our Hopes are 
daſht, and we have no better Proſpects than thoſe of 
Diſappointments, even then can he tranſport us with ſur- 
prizing Advantages. - Witneſs the great Difficulties bee 
| ave 


gning our ſelves up to the Con- 
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have been ſurmounted in Taly with an handful of Men. 
Witneſs the Succeſſes in other Places with unequal Num- 
bers. And above all, witneſs the moſt remarkable Iſſue 
of the late Deſcent : Whilſt we had an Eye upon Cadiz, 
and miſting that, thought all meaſures of deteating the 


Enemy utterly broken, Providence led us to a much 


richer Booty. This might diſpoſe us for a pliable Sub- 


miſſion under all Diſappointments; and keep us from 


murmuring when we are not ſucceſsful in our own way, 
or according to the Platform of our ' own Refolu- 
tions. 


To ſum up all. | If we would make due Improvements 
of the Mercies vouchſafed us, we muſt acknowledge 


God to be the Fountain from whence they ſpring ; we 


mult not be proud or lifted up with the Conceit of 'em : 
We muſt diſcover all poſſible Gratitude and Thankfulneſs 
for em; and demonſtrate that Gratitude by the genuin 
Symptoms of a virtuous and holy Lite. We mult not 
depend altogether upon the Merits of our Cauſe, or the 
Purity of our Principles; but add to both theſe true 
Chriſtian Practice. We muſt not cenſure our Enemies, 
becauſe of their Misfortunes, or think the better of our 
ſelves, on the account of our Succeſſes; but impute the 
whole Management to the Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs of God. We muſt, in a ſubordinate degree, 
treat even the Inſtruments: of our Deliverances with 
Honour and Reſpect. We mult eſpecially ſignalize our 
Loyalty for the preſent Government, under which we 
have been Partakers of ſuch conſiderable Benefits. We 


muſt live in Peace with one another, that the God of 


Love and Peace may be with us. We muſt hate Ambi- 
tion and Covetouſneſs, and take off our Affections from 


Things on Earth, which we find by our own Obſerva- 
| tion, 
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tion, to be ſo fleeting and tranſitory. And in a word, 
we muſt not preferibe-to Divine Providence, but refer 
the Conduct of Publick Affairs to the Rector of the Uni- 
verſe; and never murmur under any Diſpenſation he ſhall 
pleaſe to allot u. * > 
't _ Theſe Particulars, if we ſincerely diſcharge, we may 
Mal. 149.6, have reaſon to hope, That when he high Praiſes of God 
= are in nr Months, 4 two-edged Sword will be im our 
Had, To execute Vengeance upon our Enemies, aud Puniſb- 
ments. udon the People, that ſeek our Deſtruction - To | 
bind their Kings with Chains, and their Nobles with Fetters = 
of Iron > To execute upon em the Ve ance written 


THIS HONOUR HATE ALL HIS SAINTS. | 


Nur 10 Gad, Sc. 
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